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From the Rector 
 
Greetings everyone  
Kia ora e hoa mä 
 
 
Winter Tournament Week 
 
Well done to all of our students, staff, and parents involved with the five Gore High School teams  who attended 
winter tournament last week. Also to those involved with the Eastern Southland U15 girls’ rugby team who competed 
on Friday. 
 
It takes a lot of effort from those involved to raise the funds and manage all of the organising required to make each 
trip a success. 
 
Speaking of success, we focussed on this at assembly a few weeks ago; it seems to be a theme I come back to 
regularly. Success is about doing the best that you can and I feel that we sometimes need to remind ourselves of 
this. Only one team can come away from a tournament claiming the top prize, but many teams can come away from 
tournament claiming success. This is not about lowering standards; far from it. It is certainly not good enough to put 
in a mediocre effort. This is about judging success by a wider range of inputs – not just one output at the end.  The 
point being made at assembly was that if you genuinely and regularly put in your best effort, the result for you will 
be about what it should be. There is a great deal of satisfaction in knowing that your did your best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students leaving school grounds 
 
Recently we have been more vigilant with regard to students leaving school grounds. It can be a tricky business; 
there is likely to be a range of parental opinions about what freedoms students should have at interval and 
lunchtime. As with most issues involved in raising teenagers, some parents take a more liberal position, giving a lot 
of freedom to the individual, whilst some hold on to the reigns a bit tighter, expecting certain guidelines to be 
adhered to. This is the right of each parent; to decide how best to work with their teenager. 
 
At school however, we represent all parents. Our position therefore, needs to responsibly reflect the care necessary 
to keep all of our students safe. Currently this means that we expect all students to stay on the school grounds 
during interval and lunchtime. There are exceptions: those who live nearby and go home for lunch (for example); 
and Y13 students are in a position of trust, being allowed to manage themselves during study time, interval and 
lunchtimes.  
 
As Rector of the school, I believe this is the position our Board of Trustees expect me to take. Through their 
Governance role, they have a responsibility for the health and safety of all students and staff, and their policies give 
direction to the school in this regard.  
 
I am aware that there has been some comment in the community about the interval/lunchtime requirements. I 
warmly encourage any students, parents or members of the community to contact me should they wish to make a 
suggestion or share their views.  
 
Warm Regards,  
Nga mihi,  
John McKinlay  



Choosing NCEA Subjects 
Here is a useful link for students:  “how to choose 
NCEA subjects” 
 https://www.careers.govt.nz/courses/secondary-
school-study-and-training-options/how-to-choose-
ncea-subjects/  

Gore Athletics Club 
Athletics for Term 4 starts on Tuesday the 15th 
October 2019, 5:30pm at Newman Park.  new 
members most welcome!  Any queries please 
contact Vicky Muir 021 265 5712. 

Gore High School Rugby Club 
The annual prize giving and breakup for all Rugby 
grades will be held on Wednesday 18th  September 
at 6.30pm in the Excelsior Club Rooms.  Could 
players please bring a plate (forwards - savoury, 
backs - sweet).  All welcome. Expression of Interest 

The Gore High Rugby Club is touring Australia at 
the start of the rugby season in 2020 with a 
development team.  Any person interested in 
coaching the development team and going on this 
tour please get in contact with Guy Michaels (027 
564 5595) for further information.  This is not a 
commitment to coach during the rugby season. 

Law Workshop 
Want to know more about studying law and working 
as a young lawyer? Are you keen to experience a 
mock trial and get a feel for what really happens in 
court? Come along, ask lots of questions and have 
some fun!   

Transport available sign up sheet at careers. 

Date:    Wednesday 25th September 
Time:    12.00 - 2.00pm 
Place:   Mīharo Office - 28 Don Street, Invercargill 
Lunch:  Lunch will be provided for all attendees 

Scholarships/Studylink 
Websites for Scholrships:  
https://www.moneyhub.co.nz/scholarships.nz.html 
https://generosity.org.nz/giv-me (go to Gore Public 
Library to do the initial login) 
Website for Studylink: 
www.studylink.govt.nz 

https://www.careers.govt.nz/courses/secondary-school-study-and-training-options/how-to-choose-ncea-subjects/
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Southland Secondary School Sports 
Awards 2019 

Nominations are now open for these awards. For 
categories, more information and nomination forms 
please see Fiona Haslemore, Sports Co-ordinator.  
Entries close on 24th September 2019. 

Otago Daily Times Class Act Awards 2019 
Congratulations to our two recipients of this award this year.  Olivia Christie and Sophie Stark received 
their award at a function at the Dunedin Art Gallery on Thursday 05 September 2019.  The awards were 
presented by the Prime Minister - Jacinda Arden.   Both students are proud ambassadors of Gore High 
School.   

Olivia (left) is 17 years old and is working 
her way towards an impressive third NCEA 
excellence endorsement, after earning the 
honour for levels 1 and 2. The academic 
high-achiever is also working on 
scholarship papers in biology, chemistry, 
and physics.  She hopes to study 
agriculture as Lincoln University next year. 

Sophie (right) is 18 years old and is study 
for NCEA Level 3 with an excellence 
endorsement.  Away from the classroom 
she is a member of the Hokonui Aquatics 
Team and the Gore High Girls Hockey 
Team.  She has also completed her Duke 
of Edinburg Hillary Award - Gold this year.  
Sophie future plans are to attend Massey 
University and become a Vet.  

Mitre10 Mega Tough Kid Course   
 Low Sensory Hour 

This is an opportunity for young people with 
disability to have a go at the ever popular Tough Kid 
obstacle course but without any waiting, noise, or 
pressures.   
 
It’s a fun opportunity for students to have ago at the 
various obstacles such as tyres, slides, ropes, and 
inflatables at their own pace.   The course is set on 
grass, and involves crawling, climbing, and a bit of 
mud!  
 
Registrations will open soon and for more 
information please contact Kenji Sawada at 
kenji.sawada@sportsouthland.co.nz or 03 211 2150. 

Red Shirts In School 
Emma Gibson enjoying her time out with Red 
Shirts. The Warehouse Red Shirts in Schools 

Gateway training is designed to 
give students a great opportunity 
to get hands-on experience of 
what it’s like to work in the 
exciting retail industry, and make 
helpful professional contacts for 
when they leave school. The 
training is a partnership between 
Gore High School, ServiceIQ and 
The Warehouse.  

GHS Swimming Sports Results 
 
Recently the Gore High School swim-
ming sports were held and the overall 
winners were: 
 
Senior Boy - Mykel Sleeman (L) 
Senior Girl - Natalia Hamilton (R) 
Junior Girl - Roxy le Roux (C) 
 

Health Incubator 
Below are the year 13's on there third and final 
visit to Kew Hospital. On this visit, students had 
the privilege of meeting 4th Year Med Students, 
Nav and Jeremy, who spent the day educating the 
students on wound identification and treatment. 
The students have absolutely loved their time in 
Health Incubator and would like to express their 
thanks to the programme co-ordinator, Jan Tait, 
for all of her hard work, commitment and 
organisation surrounding this programme . 

mailto:kenji.sawada@sportsouthland.co.nz


Key dates - Terms 3-4 
 
17th-20th September: Derived Grade Exams 
23rd September:   Sports and Cultural Blues Assembly 
27th September:   Last Day Term 3 
14th October:    First Day Term 4 

Winter Tournament Round-Up 
With winter tournament finished for the year we would like to say congratulations to all teams that went 
away and represented Gore High School at the following tournaments: 
  
 Girls Senior Netball   Nelson      B Grade - 13th     
 Boys U15 Rugby    Lincoln & Waihora   Division 1 - 6th  
 Boys Football   Dunedin     13th        
 Girls Hockey     Cromwell     12th       
 Girls Football    Invercargill     12th      
 Girl U16 Rugby    Mosgiel       Tackle U15 - Pool C - 2nd    
             Quick Rip U16 - 4th  
 
Cody Waihape and Mitchell Morton were named in the U15 Rugby Tournament team - well done boys.  
 
The students displayed the values of Gore High School;  Courtesy, Effort and Responsibility with pride 
and they received great feedback from other teams and tournament organisers.  We must  say a BIG 
thank you to the coaches/managers and parent helpers that help students attend these tournaments and 
the arranging and organising that goes on behind the scenes. Your willingness to give up your time,  so 
that students have an opportunity to attend such events is really appreciated by the school . 
 
Lastly thank you to the teachers’ that gave up their class time to travel with the teams to tournament, 
without the teacher’s volunteering their time away from the classroom and home, tournament week 
would not happen.  Below is an array of photos from tournament week: 
 


