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From the Rector 
 
Greetings everyone  
Kia ora e hoa mä 
 
 
 
Learning Support Co-ordinator Training 
 
Last week Mr Ward and I attended the Learning Support Co-ordinator (LSC) training in Christchurch.  
At the start of this year we were delighted to appoint Mr Ward as the LSC for Gore High School. Three other 
appointments have been made in this region. 
 
I wonder how much parents and the public in general know about the Government’s initiatives in this crucial 
area of support, so I thought I should take the opportunity to highlight the main points. 
 

1. We shouldn’t talk about Special Education anymore; instead, we should talk about Learning 
Support. Why? Special Education implies that a student has a disability or some diagnosed 
condition. Learning Support recognises that a far larger number of students require support in 
order to make the most of their learning at school. 

2. The Government have created 623 Learning Support 
Co-ordinators and these are spread around 1000 
New Zealand schools. If this idea works, then they 
will roll out more LSC positions, with the aim of 
providing one LSC for every 500 students in NZ 
schools. 

3. These are full-time positions and are EXTRA. 
Associate Minister of Education, Hon.Tracey Martin, 
made it very clear that schools are not to reduce 
staffing in the area of Learning Support as a result of 
appointing staff in these positions. The Government 
are looking for MORE help in this area of need. 

4. Mild to Moderate needs and Gifted students should benefit from this initiative.  

5. One of the first tasks for LSC’s will be to identify students and place them on a Learning Support 
Register. The Ministry of Education are developing software for this purpose.  

6. The LSC’s job is then to co-ordinate resources to assist students on this register.  

7. The Ministry of Education and other Government agencies are expected their support ‘closer to 
the ground’. 

 
We welcome Mr Ward and look forward to the development of this new service to our students. 
 

If you are interested in providing feedback about this initiative, there is a document online with further 
informationt: https://conversation.education.govt.nz/assets/LSC/Learning-Support-Coordinator-A-Guide-to-
the-Role-Draft-for-Feedback.pdf 

 

Warm Regards,  
Nga mihi,  
John McKinlay  
 

 
 

https://conversation.education.govt.nz/assets/LSC/Learning-Support-Coordinator-A-Guide-to-the-Role-Draft-for-Feedback.pdf
https://conversation.education.govt.nz/assets/LSC/Learning-Support-Coordinator-A-Guide-to-the-Role-Draft-for-Feedback.pdf


Eastern Southland Hockey 2020 
 
All those interested in playing hockey in Eastern 
Southland this year could you please register at the 
following link, you need to  be registered this year  
to be able to play: 
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/117089 

Gore High School Online 
 

Last month we launched our online forum for 
students in Microsoft TEAMS.  This is an app they 
can use to keep them up to date with information 
about what’s going on at school, access their 
lessons, complete assignments online and much 
more.  They can access the school calendar and 
school notices so they know what is coming up.  
Parents at home can also access the school 
calendar at the following link: 
https://outlook.office.com/calendar/calendar@gore
-high.school.nz/view/month 
 
We will also be using the forum as a way of 
educating students about responsible and safe use 
of the internet, using Netsafe’s guidelines.  If you 
would like more information about keeping your 
child safe online check out the Netsafe website: 
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/  

Library Amnesty 
 

The Library is having an amnesty for students to 
return any library books  - no questions asked. 

Smiles Denture Clinic 
 
The Smile Denture Clinic in Gore is offering custom-
made mouthguards at 20% off the normal price 
until Friday 27th March. Instead of the usual $100, a 
fully laminated custom-made mouthguard will now 
costs $80.   You can find them at 12 Irk Street 
Gore. 

Mumps and Chicken Pox Information from 
MOH 

 
Mumps 
Please check your child’s immunisation status as 
there have been confirmed Mumps in Dunedin in the 
University population.  People aged between 12 to 
29 years are at greatest risk of catching mumps, as 
they are in the group least likely to have been fully 
immunised as children.  Mumps cause swelling in 
the glands around the face, it can lead to meningitis 
in about 1 in 10 people. 
 
Mumps is spread through the air by breathing, 
coughing and sneezing, or through contact with 
infected saliva (ie kissing, sharing food and drink).  
If you have caught the mumps, it usually takes 12-
25 days before you get sick.  You’ll be infectious 
from 1 week before swelling appears until 5 days 
after.  The best protection against mumps is the 
measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine.  Two 
doses of MMR vaccine protects about 85 percent of 
people from mumps.  A small number of people who 
have been vaccinated will still catch mumps, but 
they are less likely to be seriously ill. 
 
Chickenpox 
There are several cases of Chickenpox in Eastern 
Southland.  People with Chickenpox have small 
blisters (like a rash) on their skin.  These can be 
very itchy.  Other symptoms of Chickenpox are 
tiredness; fever, general aches and pains.  The virus 
is spread through the air by infected people when 
they sneeze or cough and by touching the 
chickenpox blisters then touching objects or other 
people.  The illness starts 10-21 days after being 
exposed. 
 
If you suspect your child has either of these 
illnesses please keep your child at home and make 
contact with your GP. 
 

https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/117089
https://outlook.office.com/calendar/calendar@gore-high.school.nz/view/month
https://outlook.office.com/calendar/calendar@gore-high.school.nz/view/month
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/


Careers Timetable Week Ending 06 March 2020 

 The Warehouse Red Shirts in Schoool   Wednesday 11th/Thursday 12th March 
 Murihuku Pathways Courses     Friday 13th March (all day) 
 Health Incubator Year 13      Tuesday 17th March (all day) 
 Defence Force Careers Experience    Monday 16th March (applications close) 

School Athletics Day 
 
Below are some photos from the schools’ Athletics Day, the sun slowly made an appearance to make it an 
enjoyable day. Some students and teachers went to great lengths with their costumes which was fantastic 
to see.  Well done to the teachers who won the student/teacher relay to finish off the day. 
 
House winner was MaNab, then Hunter, Anderson and Cargill. 

Careers News 
 

On Wednesday 19th February we had Josey from the New Zealand Defence Force 
come and visit us at school.  We had a great turn out of students. She spoke 
about the numerous jobs and trades within the Defence Force. And all the places 
around the world she had travelled for her Air Force work as an Aircraft 
Technician.   The students were  interested in what the criteria was for the fitness 

test, much to their surprise it wasn’t as bad as they thought and quite achievable. 
 
The Warehouse Red Shirts in Schools is running again this year, 
we currently have four students taking part in this programme. 
This is a gateway programme that involves 10 day’s work 
experience over 10 weeks.  The training is made up of a set menu 
of credits which students can put towards a nationally 
recognised New Zealand Certificate in Retail. They also gain a 

Retail Service Award Certificate.  Pictured are Rachel Bodger and Shanay Niven 
enjoying work experience. 
 
Gateway First Aid Course 
All Gateway students attended a First Aid Course last month, they gained some great practical and life 
skills out of it and will come away with a First Aid Certificate.   This will put them in an awesome position 
going out into their work placements that they will begin shortly. 

https://www.serviceiq.org.nz/training/retail/retail-programmes/


Key dates - Term 1 
 
16th March   Work Day 
2nd April   School Cross Country 
3rd April   Junior Variety Concert 
6th April   Anzac Assembly 
7th-8th April   Prefects Variety Concert   
9th April   Last Day of Term 1 
28th April   First Day Term 2 

Rotary  International  Youth Exchange Programme  
WANTED – SECONDARY STUDENTS TO GO ON EXCHANGE IN 2021 

 
 

Rotary Youth Exchange is an official programme of Rotary and we are now seeking applications from 
motivated secondary school students interested in spending a year overseas as part of this long 
established successful educational and cultural exchange. 
 
This is your chance to obtain a Study Abroad “Scholarship” worth about $30,000 and to immerse yourself 
in the culture and become fluent in a foreign language in a supportive exchange programme.  Become 
fluent in Swedish, Mandarin, German, French, Danish or Spanish. 
 
Students must be aged between 15 and 17 ½ at departure in January 2021. 
Exchange partners for 2021 will include: Sweden, France, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Chile, Denmark, 
Belgium and Taiwan 
 
No family Rotary affiliation required.  Applications close 30 April 2020. 
 
Rotary Youth Exchange offers student training and preparation, a strong student support structure and 
oversight by a reputable global service organisation.  Students attend a local school but stay with several 
host families for variety and a true cultural experience. The effective “scholarship” is worth about 
$30,000, as through RYE there is no foreign student fee or need to pay for accommodation.   
Students benefit from personal growth and development, independence and self confidence while making 
worldwide friendships and learning a new language.   If you want to gain a fresh understanding of 
yourself and others, have fun and a whole lot of new experiences consider being a Rotary Youth 
Exchange student for 2021. 
 
If you are ready for a life changing experience and for the rewarding challenge and the unique and life 
long rewards that come from living in another country as a RYE student, then check out 
www.rotaryyouthexchange9980.wordpress.com or contact us for more information and an initial 
application form. 
 
Contact:  Gary Williams - Chair Rotary Youth Exchange District 9980 [lower South Island, N Z] 
M:  0274 326 296 E:  gmtwilliams@xtra.co.nz 

PTA EASTER RAFFLE!!! 
 
Last year’s PTA Raffle was very successful raising $2,000 we really appreciated your support and we’d like 
to run it again this year!  For this to happen could each child bring one Easter themed raffle item to 
Houora Time in the first two weeks of March (no later than 12th March).  Your support for this is really 
appreciated.  
 
Raffle cards will be given out on Tuesday 10th March and the cards and money are due back to their 
Houora teacher  by 24th March.  The raffle will be drawn early April in time for Easter 
 
PTA monies raised have in the past gone towards; the After Ball Party, the purchase of the school Mini 
Bus, tents for year 10 camps, new furniture for the classroom upgrade, money went towards the Ag 
department upgrade.  The PTA purchase the End of Year Prizes as well. 
 

The Hauora Class with the most raffles sold will win pizza for lunch! 
So if you require more raffle cards please ask your Hauora teacher, thank you. 

Netball South Coaching Workshop 

Netball South is running a coach development workshop on Friday 6th March at the Gore Multi Sports 
Stadium, focusing on "skills and drills CCA 2 Building Physical Capacity" if interested or know of someone 
that might be please register at the following link https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/116158.  The cost 
for both sessions is $30.00 

http://www.rotaryyouthexchange9980.wordpress.com
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/116158?fbclid=IwAR1lbuH-GSAyO7hYnYMBUefJs0uFlURhycCq10xuLqKlUALhVReVuDImEoI

