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From the Rector
Greetings everyone
The academic year draws to a close
Senior students are now well into their NCEA external exams, and juniors have all but
completed their exams as well. In what has been a very disrupted year, we feel that the
students have done very well.
At this week’s Board Meeting I presented an analysis comparing NCEA internal results for 2020 with those
from 2019. It is sort of like a ‘state of the nation’ before students head off to their external exams. Our Y11
students were noticeably ahead of last year’s cohort, and our Y12 and 13’s compared very favourably with
the previous cohorts as well. And this was all without applying any of the Governments extra recognition
credits introduced because of Covid-19.
This data backs up the anecdotal comments from teachers, that whilst there were some students who
struggled to cope with lockdown, the vast majority responded well both during lockdown and after. We
were successful in receiving Urgent Response Funding for these students and put in place programmes to
assist them.
Of course, the last word will be the final results in January 2021 but I am confident that we go into the
exams season in good shape and that students will proceed along their learning pathway virtually
unchecked by the coronavirus.

I am pleased also that soon students and staff will be able to relieve some of the pressure of this difficult
year, that they will not have to work on schoolwork throughout the holidays just to get through, and that
we will all be able to start 2021 with a fresh outlook. Well done all.
Year 10 Camp
On Monday November 30 we head off for our annual Y10 camp which is once
again being held at Glendhu Bay. We expect all our Y10’s to have this
opportunity and we will do whatever we can to support this. So, if any parent is
having difficulties with the timing of the camp (and would like to swap their
child from camp 1 to camp 2 for example), or getting their hands on the right
gear or finding the financial pressure too much, then please get in touch. We
are very likely to be able to help with all these things.
Perhaps sometimes students get a bit anxious too as the
camp gets closer and put some pressure on to stay at home.
If this is happening please get in touch with Mrs Christie or Mrs Dickson, and we will do
our best to put everyone’s minds to rest.
We look forward to everyone having an enjoyable time at Glendhu Bay.

Warm Regards,
Nga mihi,
John McKinlay

JR McKenzie Youth Education Fund

Year 12 & 13 Surf Day

The JR McKenzie Youth Education Fund has a proud
tradition of supporting families in need of financial
assistance with the purchasing of a school uniform.
As such they are pleased to once again invite grant
applications from suitable candidates sponsored by
you Club, Organisation or School.

On the 22nd of October, the Year 12 Outdoor
Education and Year 13 Physical Education classes
went to Colic Bay in Riverton to experience surfing.

This was a first for Year 12’s and 3rd trip for the
Year 13’s this year. This was the first-time surfing
for many of us and despite struggling in the
The closing date for applications in Friday 11 morning, we all managed to find some success by
December 2020.
Late applications will be the time we finished in the afternoon. We had two
sessions in the water, a morning and an afternoon.
considered on a case by case basis.
Mrs Clarke even got in and had a go in the
For more information and an application form morning!
please see the staff at student reception.
The weather was awesome, and the surf was just
right for learning. The day as a whole was a very
Gore District Community Awards
cool experience for all of us and we’re super
On Friday 30 October the Gore District had their thankful that we were able to get out of the
annual Community Awards Dinner and we were classroom and get into the water.
represented well with several students nominated
across a range of awards. The following students Big shout out to Mrs Clarke, Miss Cowan, and the
Surf Instructors we had for organising everything.
had a successful night winning their categories:
We had heaps of fun and would highly recommend
Ian and Annettee Tulloch Junior that everyone tries surfing at some stage in their life
Sportsperson of the Year - Hayden - Hayden Graves – Year 12 ORC
Michaels.

JD
Sounees
Young
Achiever of the Year - Max Balloch.

Gore Musical Theatre Emerging
Performing Artist: Ella Cupit.

202 YouthMark Recipients

Earlier this term the following students were
awarded the YouthMark awards for their
participation
and
The evening started with a strong performance by
commitment to their
our Kapa Haka group, congratulations to you all.
extra
curriculum
activities.
Congratulations
to
Hayden Michaels, Libby
Pannett-Miller, Hamish
Waddell and Ben Heaps.
Mufti-Day Fundraiser
On Friday 06th November the Student Council
held their annual mufti-day Can Drive to donate
to the Salvation Army Foodbank. It was the
best haul they have had in the 3 years of
organising it. Pictured below is the amazing
student council.

Gore High School & St Peters Combined Trades Evening
On Thursday 22nd October local tradies and other businesses gathered
at the Gore Town and Country Club to encourage young people to
consider a career in the trades.
Gore High School & St Peters College organised the event and it was
attended by around 20 businesses and training providers. There are
many opportunities for apprenticeships, and jobs with prospects in
Southland.
The tradies that spoke at the evening all had the same message,
employers are looking for people who are keen, staff that turn up
every day, on time, clean, smart and ready to go. They are also
looking for people with a good attitude, who are keen to learn.
Skills can be taught so why not get paid while you learn. Many
stories were shared of people starting at the bottom and working their
way up.

It was a very successful evening and we looked forward to holding a
similar event next year.
Brain Busters Contestant
On Wednesday 21 October on of
our Year 9 students appeared on
the TV quiz Brain Busters which
airs on TV2 at 4.00 pm in the
afternoon. Noah McGarry proved
himself to be a brain buster by
taking on three other competitors
and coming up the winner taking
home $250.00.
His journey began when he
watched the programme in the July
Holidays’. He then applied on-line where he had to
complete an on-line quiz where he scored 97%.
From here he travelled through to Christchurch in
August to film an episode, but had to keep it to
himself until it aired last month. He described the
experience a “very very nerve-racking with all the
cameras on you and knowing that you are going to
be on TV”. Having had a taste of victory Noah would
like to try other quiz shows when he is older,
especially the Chase.

MoneyHub’s Money in a Nutshell
To help form great money habits for life, we
reveal ten super important money must-knows for
every teenager.
https://www.moneyhub.co.nz/
uploads/1/1/2/1/112100199/
money_nutshell.pdf

Thanks to the PTA
On behalf of everyone who attended the ball we
would love to thank the PTA for their generous
donations! These gifts made it possible for
everyone to attend in a tough year financially.
Members of the PTA also volunteered their time to
ensure the night ran smoothly so we are very
appreciative. Thank you, from the Head Prefects.

Key dates - Term 4
17th November
30 November - 4th December
8th December
9th December
10th December
11th December

NCEA Starts
Year 10 Glendhu Bay Camp
Full School Prize Giving
NCEA Finishes
Year 13 Graduation
Last Day of School

Key Dates - Term 1 2021
29th January
01 February
02 February
03 February
08 February
02 April
05 April
06 April
19 April
03 April

Senior Interviews
Teachers Only Day
Y9 and Y13 Leaders return to school
All Years return to school
School Closed observing Waitangi Day
Good Friday
Easter Monday
Southland Anniversary Day
Last Day - Term 1
First Day - Term 2

Ki O Rahi Tournament - Juniors
On Thursday 29th October the Juniors competed in the Ki O Rahi Tournament held at school. Year 9s
and 10s competed against each other in a round robin competition with 9T & 10H winning their Years.
The weather was just right for the tournament a big thank you goes out to Senior students and staff that
helped out on the day. Here are some photos of the students in action;

NCEA External Exams
For everything you need to know about the upcoming NCEA Exams this year follow the link below. It is
your one stop shop with all the information you need to know about exams; https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/
ncea/ncea/

Street Smart Driving School
Street Smart is a world-class, cognitive based driver programme that aims to positively influence the lives
of young kiwis across the country, and help them to become a safer and more aware driver on our roads.
Offering a practical hands-on learning experience, Street Smart is a one-day event providing young
drivers and their parents/caregivers the opportunity to undertake supervised driving practice. There is a
focus on developing good decision-making strategies for safe driving, including assessing themselves,
reading the road environment, resisting peer pressure, managing or eliminating distractions and planning
ahead.
Street Smart will be visiting our region in the upcoming school holiday break, They will be in Invercargill
on Wednesday 16 December and Cromwell on Friday 18 December. For more information and
registrations please go to their website www.streetsmart.nz

