
At the end of last term, we had several wonderful send offs for John McKinlay.  Our students led
an assembly acknowledging and celebrating him.  Our Te Ao Haka class wrote a waiata
poroporoaki, a farewell song specifically to honour his service.  The students and staff finished by
farewelling John with a powerful school haka and waiata.  We also held a lovely evening farewell
for him in our school hall for staff and invited guests.  
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Hello to the families of the school 
Tēnā koutou ki ngā whānau o te kura

John was the ninth Rector, more than likely the last Rector of a school with 114 years of proud
educational history in this community.  He led the school with wisdom, integrity and conviction
and a strong sense of purpose.  He was committed to improvement and had the courage to try out
new ideas.  John leaves Gore High School a high performing calm settled school, a school that
accepts difference, an inclusive school, well financed and resourced.  He leaves us with a clear
pathway.  He ensured our students, your children, have outstanding staff in front of them every
day.  We are grateful for his service to the school and to the lives of the students and staff who
have passed through the pillars in his time.  We wish him all the best for a well-deserved
retirement.  

Our students are busy preparing for the haka and waiata house competition that has it’s grand
finale on Thursday 8th September at 2pm in our school hall.  I invite and encourage you to come
and watch and celebrate this fierce battle between houses.  Come and feel the vitality and energy
(ihi) and the how the achievement of this unites and connects all of us (wana), Maori and non-
Māori.  

This competition is about what we can achieve together as a group.  This was evident in John’s
farewell.  The power of something we can do and achieve together.  It is has proven a fantastic
opportunity for our students to lead the learning for staff and students.  This is a house
competition so there is a winner and beautiful shield that goes to the winning house.  Even as
Rector I will not and cannot stop my love and support of the mighty Hunter House.  This
competition is about celebrating the Māori culture, a culture that is unique and special to where
we live, the use of a language unique to this country that we believe we should celebrate.  



Noho ora mai,
Stay well,
Mel Hamilton

Thank you to all of you for your support in my first week as Acting Rector.  It is indeed a privilege
to lead such a fantastic school into an exciting future.  A school that I believe is incredibly under-
rated in our community.  This week we sent out an email explaining the merger process with
Longford which should answer some questions you may have.

In other news, design work is progressing on the design of the Gore High School new buildings.
Longford Intermediate Principal and Board of Trustees have been attending these meetings so if
the merger goes ahead, we will have a facility that suits all learners.  

Congratulations to our new Board members Nadine Fletcher, Bronnie Grant, Wayne McClelland,
Richard Pasco and Katie McKenzie.  There are exciting times ahead and I am glad you have chose
to become part of this - thank you. 

UPCOMING KEY DATES
TERM 3

Academic Counselling (school closed):             17 Aug
Board meeting:                                                                 18 Aug
Teacher Only Day: NCEA changes:                     22  Aug
Tournament week:                                       29 Aug - 2 Sept
Final day for Year 8 enrolments:                             2 Sept
 2023 students subject choices due:                      7 Sept       
House Haka/Waiata competition:                          8 Sept
Derived grade exams:                                                  19 Sept
Board meeting:                                                                 21 Sept
School Ball:                                                                          24 Sept
Sports and Cultural Blues ceremony:                 26 Sept
Senior Reports issued:                                                 30 Sept
Last day of Term 3:                                                         30 Sept

There's always a lot going on in Term 3.  The academic focus is on preparing for derived grade
exams and choosing options for 2023, along with academic conversations about students' future
goals at our academic counselling interviews.  Then, of course we have the fun and celebratory
events such as the blues ceremony, the school ball and the house haka and waiata competition. 
Here are few key dates for your calendar:



JUNIOR A NETBALL TOURNAMENT
2022 Netball season started slowly for the Junior A team, with Covid and other winter illnesses making it hard
to gel and get our rhythm as a team.  In June our team competed at the Southland Secondary School’s
Tournament against 7 other teams winning 2 of our 4 games.  This tournament was a kick start to getting us on
track and playing as a team for the South Island Secondary Schools Tournament in Christchurch.  This was
held in the first week of the July school holidays.  We travelled together in the school minivan and stayed at St
Margaret’s College hostel for the 4 nights we were there.

We played 3 pool games on the Monday where we came out on top with 3 convincing wins.  On Tuesday
morning we woke to heavy rain causing our games to be delayed and further cancelled due to the condition of
the courts.  

 

This year Hazel Miller was selected to be a member of the Otago University Science Academy.  An exciting
programme aimed at Year 13 students with a passion for science and the potential to excel in their final
year in NCEA science.

The programme gave Hazel the opportunity to work alongside, and be challenged by, leading scientists
across a wide range of disciplines.Learning as integrated with hands on practice.  Lecturers focused
learning on giving a deeper understanding of scientific processes using a combination of theory and
practial work.  Topics centred around Chemistry, Genetics and Biochemistry.  Hazel attended two
residential camps on the University of Otago campus, a summer science camp in January and a recent
winter science camp in July.

Between science camps Hazel worked collaboratively in small teams on a science communication project
that she presented at end of the July camp.  Hazel and her team delivered a presentation on the medical
advantages and ethical concerns of 'Germline Editing'.

After this July camp Hazel will be attending 10 online tutorials targeted at NCEA/scholarship Physics,
Chemistry, and Biology in the run up to her externals at the end of the year.

Next year Hazel intends to study Psychology at Otago University.

Hazel found out about this opportunity, and was encouraged to
apply, through Miss Cairns her Year 12 Chemistry teacher.  She 
highly recommends others apply in the future years.

 
 

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY FOR HAZEL 



GORE HIGH SCHOOL AT THE
HOKONUI FASHION AWARDS

Gore High School had a strong presence at this year's Hokonui Fashion Awards with staff and students

involved in designing and entering garments, volunteering and modelling.

We had three staff members entering garments in this year's awards with Mrs Christie receiving a Merit

award for her entry 'Mask Dress' in the Upcycled section.  She was inspired by our current Covid crisis and

the waste caused by disposable facemasks.  Well done Mrs Christie!  She also entered another garment 'My

Food Bag' which was created using the packing materials from the My Food Bag boxes.  Mrs McDiarmid also

entered a garment in the Contemporary Street Wear section. It was a three piece outfit trousers, top and

coat. The top had an inverted pleat at the back as did the coat with the trousers matching the top. The head

piece made of the dusky pink with a strip of the coat fabric.  Mrs le Roux also entered a garment which was

inspired by a jumpsuit her mum used to wear in the late 70's. It was made from a Salvation Army velvet

curtain, and yarn from a crochet skirt - fabric takes years to biodegrade, and so we should be trying to reuse

fabric as much as possible. It is a crochet halterneck top, and 70's style velvet trousers with a crochet bell-

bottom insert. 

Mrs Hicks, Miss Geary and Mrs McDiarmid were all volunteers at the awards.  

Sophie Cupit, Esther Gardyne, Elle le Roux, Lucy Weller and Hanna Lawlor did a fantastic job at modelling

garments and the girls all thoroughly enjoyed it.
 
 

Mrs McDiarmid's garment
 
 

Mrs Christie's 'Mask Dress'
 
 

Mrs le Roux's garment
 
 

Wednesday’s first game was our quarter final against Middleton Grange
which we won 26-18. Next we played our semi against Geraldine where
we had our first loss 32-28. Our last game playing off for 3rd and 4th was
a game we didn’t want to lose. All 11 of us dug deep and we claimed 3rd
place with a 29-26 win over St Kevin’s. We were all so proud of our
achievements at this tournament. It was extra special to have our
families and supporters standing court side to hype us up for each game,
encourage us after our loss and celebrate our amazing wins. Tournament
wouldn’t have been the same without them. On behalf of our team I’d
like to say a huge thank you to our coaches, manager and Miss Cairns for
their time and enthusiasm making this tournament a success for us all!
Georgia Grumball

 



Last term 4 Gore High School students were selected for the Southland Country U18 Netball Team to take
part in the New Zealand U18 National Championships. These students were Gabby Harrex, Grace Michaels,
Gabby Winkel and Rubious Edwards. The Southland Country team consisted of girls from Winton,
Invercargill, Gore and Te Anau, with Reinga Bloxham as head coach.  Having such an experienced coach pass
on all of her knowledge and wisdom that we could take into the game we all love was an awesome
opportunity for all of these girls.  
During the second week of the School Holidays we attended the National tournament, we left for
Christchurch on Sunday 17 July with the netball starting the next day. We were all very nervous and excited
for this tournament as for most of us this was our first national netball tournament. The first day we played
against Kapi Mana and won 27-24. Our second game was very tough against Christchurch B Black where we
lost 42-27. Following on from this we had our last day of pool play on Tuesday, where we played South
Canterbury and lost in the last quarter 28-26. Our second game on day 2 was against Waitakere 1 who were
a very experienced team with some tall and solid girls which made it a tough battle and we end up losing 57-
18. Crossovers then came into play for day 3 where we made the 17-32 bracket. We had an early start
against Te Waipounamu and had a good game and won 27-16. This meant we were facing Central Lakes in
the last game of day 3 where we put up a fight the entire game, but ended up with a loss of 31-29. Day 4 was
pretty nasty as we woke up to torrential rain with no chance of games being cancelled as this was finals day.
In our first game we came up against Eastern Waikato and won 23-19. Due to the weather and not being able
to warm after playing in these conditions our opposing team defaulted just before us which meant we
finished 21st overall.  

This was an awesome opportunity to experience a higher level of netball for all of us girls,  allowing

us to bring back a lot of new skills and apply them at our local netball competition.  
Gabby Harrex

SOUTHLAND COUNTRY NETBALL



FORKLIFT COMPETENCY
TRAINING

Thanks to Ken Holland from HWR Group, we have had a group of Gateway students complete their

“Forklift Competency Training” this week. This was held at HRT in Gore and ten students attended over

two days. The students found it fun and engaging, and enjoyed the learning as it was “related to what we

are interested in doing”. This qualification will be valuable on the student’s CV.

Thanks to HWR Group for the training opportunity and Ballance for the use of their sheds and forklift.
 

It was an early start on Monday 1st August as the Year 13’s and Mrs Cooper, Mr Ward, Miss King and Mrs

Drummond bused to Dunedin for the Tertiary Open Day. Dunedin put on a wonderful display of sunshine for

students from all over the country to visit Otago University, Otago Polytechnic and the many Halls of

Residence. Our students enjoyed immersing themselves in “Campus life” for the day and came back very

excited by the opportunities on offer in Dunedin. 
 

TERTIARY OPEN DAY

Some of the feedback from the students was:

“I enjoyed looking at the Halls, particularly Aquinas and
Salmond”

“The Early Childhood course was great”
“We were surprised how close everything was, it all looked

further apart on 
  the map.”

“A great day to look at lots of options”.
“I had an awesome day, and it makes me more excited for

next year”.
 


